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error'. The outstanding features of the process are
(i) the set or drive to get out, (2) the varied reactions
made to various features of the complex situation that
confronts the cat, (3) the gradual elimination of the un-
successful reactions, and (4) the directness and speed
with which the successful reaction is finally made.

The inner nature of this process of learning by trial
and error is not yet clear. Thomdike has based upon
it his 'law of effect', which states that the satisfying or
unsatisfying outcome of a reaction acts respectively to
strengthen or weaken the connection between the stimu-
lus and that reaction, so that those reactions which bring
satisfaction gradually get the advantage over those that
do not. Watson and others have sought to get rid of
this law of effect, and explain everything in terms of the
conditioned reflex and of the long-accepted law of
frequency*, which states that the connection between
a stimulus and a response is stronger in proportion to
the number of times the reaction has been made; but
their analysis is as yet far from complete. There can
be no manner of doubt that an unsuccessful reaction
acts as a punishment and leads to avoidance of that par-
ticular act; and it is also highly probable that that one of
the preparatory reactions which leads over directly into
the consummatory reaction gets the benefit of the
dammed-up energy tending towards the consummatory
reaction, and so becomes integrated with the consum-
matory reaction into a single complex act. If this is a
correct interpretation, we have in this instance of learn-
ing something that we have missed hitherto, namely, the
addition, not only of new connections between stimulus
and native response, but the building up of two natural